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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Community Health Needs Assessment A (CHNA) is an assessment of the significant health needs 
of the community. In our case, the community is defined as all those who live, learn, work, or play in 
the Lane County region. The 2015-2016 Lane County Regional Community Health Needs 
Assessment introduces a new approach to community health, one where decisions about programs 
and interventions are not based solely on “the numbers,” but also on what community members feel 
is important as they strive to live a healthier life. A major function of local public health agencies is to 
monitor the health status of their community. In the past, community health assessments were heavily 
focused on data and lacked the voice of the community. For this assessment, we have been 
committed to investing our time and resources in order to hear directly from community members and 
consumers. 
 

To guide the process, we chose to use the Mobilizing for Action through Planning and Partnerships 
(MAPP) framework because of its strong emphasis on community input. MAPP is a nationally-
recognized community-driven process to aid organizations in the development of health needs 
assessments. Early in our MAPP process, community members developed a vision statement. During 
the remainder of the process, at every step, this vision was the guiding factor for all decisions: 
Working together to create a caring community where all people can live a healthier life. 
 

Four interdependent assessments were then conducted, which provide a comprehensive snapshot of 
the specific health needs and opportunities in the region. This community-driven process would not 
have been possible with the participation of our local public health system partners and community 
members, who provided input and used data from the assessments to develop two strategic issues. A 
special thanks to the nearly 3,000 community members who took the time to share their views, 
experiences, and priorities thus far. 
 

In the coming months, we will continue to work with our partners, stakeholders, and community 
Community Health Improvement Plan members to develop a (CHIP) that identifies goals, 

strategies, activities, and resources to address the two strategic issues identified in the CHNA.  
By working together, the CHIP will be implemented over the next three years. Through this 
collaborative effort, we will evaluate our programs and measure outcomes to improve planning 
efforts. We are committed to developing data-driven performance measures and adopting evidence-
based interventions to ultimately, make a healthier community. Most importantly, we strive to ensure 
that this work is beneficial to all who live, learn, work and play in the region.  
 

We invite you to use this report and the plan to help inform and enhance the work underway to 
improve the community’s health. We encourage you to get involved and contribute to this effort as we 

work together to create a caring community where all people can live a healthier life.              
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OVERVIEW OF THE REGION 

For the purposes of this 2015-2016 Community Health Needs Assessment, our community’s region 
includes Lane County and Reedsport, Oregon.  
 
Reedsport, Oregon is located in Douglas County on the central Oregon coast and is 87 miles 
southwest of Eugene, Oregon and has 4,090 residents (97% urban, 3% rural). 
 
Extending from the Pacific Ocean to the Cascade mountain range, Lane County is a vibrant mix of 
communities and people. Lane County is the fourth most populous county in Oregon, with a 
population just over 350,000 residents. The Eugene-Springfield area contains over 60% of the 
county’s population and is the third-largest Metropolitan Statistical Area in Oregon. Outside of the 
metro area, Lane County is largely rural and unincorporated. The concentrated population, yet large 
geographic area of the county creates disparities in access to health and human services, as well as 
resources.  
 
The 2016 County Health Rankings and Roadmaps rank Lane County 12th out of 36 counties in Oregon 
for overall health outcomes (length of life and quality of life) and 9th for health factors (health behaviors, 
clinical care, social and economic factors, and physical environment). Our region is a moderately 
healthy community with well-educated and active residents. The population is increasing, living longer, 
and becoming more diverse. Although good health outcomes and behaviors are prominent, there are 
still gaps to be addressed. Disparities exist between racial, geographic, and socioeconomic groups. 
For some issues, the gap is markedly wide.   

 

 

 

 

 


